
 ITEM NO: 7 

Report To: CARBON REDUCTION PANEL 

Date: 14 September 2011  

Reporting Officer: Ian Saxon – Assistant Executive Director – Environmental 
Services 

Alison Lloyd-Walsh - Head of Environmental Development 

Subject: UPDATE ON THE ENERGY BILL  

Report Summary: The Report provides an update with regard to the Energy Bill 
2010/11 and follows on from a previous report to Carbon 
Reduction Panel on 24 March 2011.  

Recommendations: That the report be noted. 

Links to Community Strategy: Reducing carbon emissions will lead to a more sustainable 
environment and help create an Attractive Tameside to live 
and work in, thereby addressing the Council’s Environmental 
Sustainability priority. 

Policy Implications: Reducing carbon emissions from homes and businesses in the 
borough will help us achieve significant emission savings to 
help us address our continuing commitment under the 10:10 
campaign. 

Financial Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Treasurer) 

It is in the Council’s interest to support the initiatives being put 
forward and ensure that cost effective energy efficiency 
measures are in place to achieve the required reduction in 
carbon emissions. 

Legal Implications: 

(Authorised by the Borough 
Solicitor) 

It is important that the Council understands the impact of this 
proposed legislation and any additional obligations and 
burdens. 

Risk Management: There are no direct risks associated with this report. However, 
should the households and businesses not take up the 
opportunity to improve the energy efficiency of their properties, 
this could have adverse impacts on the health of the 
population.  In addition, there would also be an increase in the 
baseline carbon emissions 

Access to Information: The background papers relating to this report can be inspected 
by contacting the report writer Alison Lloyd-Walsh, Head of 
Environmental Development by: 

Telephone:0161 342 3332 

e-mail:alison.lloyd-walsh@tameside.gov.uk 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO THE BILL 
  

1.1 The UK Low Carbon Transition Plan which was published in July 2009 outlines the policies 
and proposals that will be put in place to decarbonise the UK economy to achieve an 18% 
reduction in carbon emissions by 2020 on 2008 levels and a 7 fold increase in energy 
generation from renewable sources over this same period.  The Plan ensures that the UK’s 
energy needs are met and the costs of moving to a low carbon economy are particularly fair 
for the most vulnerable households.  The Plan was to be taken forward through a broad 
programme of activities and new measures, both legislative and non legislative.  The 
Energy Bill has subsequently been introduced to address this through a mixture of 
legislative and non legislative actions.  

 
1.2 The Energy Bill 2010/11 has three principal objectives:  
 

 Tackling barriers to investment in energy efficiency;  
 

 Enhancing energy security; and  
 

 Enabling investment in low carbon energy supplies.  
 

1.3 The Bill will facilitate a mass retrofit of all the domestic and non-domestic properties to 
improve its sustainability, initially through the introduction of an innovative finance 
mechanism (The Green Deal) but with regulatory interventions, if required, in the Private 
Rented Sector after April 2015.  

 
 
2.0 SUMMARY OF THE BILL  

 
2.1  The Bill makes provision for the following:  
  

The Green Deal: the creation of the Green Deal which will provide a framework for private 
firms to offer energy efficiency improvements in both domestic and non domestic properties 
upfront and paid for by the anticipated savings on future energy bills.  The cost of the Deal 
is based on the property and not on the occupier and is thereby non transferable between 
properties.  

 
Powers to make regulations to improve energy efficiency: establishes powers to create 
regulations in order to improve the energy efficiency of both the domestic and non domestic 
private rented sector.  In the event of continued poor energy performance in the private 
rented sector, these powers enable the Secretary of State from April 2015 to intervene with 
regulatory orders that will require private landlords to make improvements in their 
properties.  

  
Energy company obligations: extends obligations on energy companies to provide 
energy efficiency improvement assistance, to those living in hard to treat properties and the 
most vulnerable homes, when the current energy company obligations like the Carbon 
Emissions Reduction Target (CERT) and the Community Energy Savings Programme 
(CESP) expire in 2012.  This Energy Company Obligation (ECO) will work in conjunction 
with the Green Deal to allow more expensive work to take place.  

  
Smart meters: gives the Government until November 2018 to oversee the roll out of smart 
meters to all households and Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in the country and to 
make the relevant changes to the transmission licenses for the effective introduction of the 
new central communication arrangements to support all Smart Meters.  

  



 
 

 

Access to energy performance data and documents: grants access to the energy 
performance data on buildings from the energy performance certificates register, by lifting 
the current restrictions.  

 
 
3.0 PROGRESS OF THE BILL  

 
3.1 The Bill which left committee stage on 21 June 2011  was due to be put before Parliament 

in July but due to the Governments packed legislative programme its passage has been 
delayed and MPs will not get the chance to scrutinise the Energy Bill until the autumn.  

 
3.2 The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC)  is due to outline the detail of 

the Green Deal, which will mainly be included within secondary legislation, in a consultation 
in the autumn, but this will be dependant on the passage and timings of the main Energy 
Bill.  

 
 
4.0 CONCLUSION  
 
4.1 Further update reports will be provided at the relevant time. 
 
 
5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
5.1 That the report be noted.  
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